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Statutory Reporting Requirements on  
Information Technology Activities 

 
 

Reporting 
Requirements 

To Legislature 
Clearinghouse 
Under 5-11-210 
Title, Abstract, URL 

To SAVA 
 

To LFC 

Dept. IT Activities 
2-17-512(1)(x) 
 

*By Sept. 1 preceding 
session  

* “on a regular basis” 
 
copy of 5-11-210 title, 
abstract and URL 

 

IT Board Activities  
2-17-513(9) 
 

*By Sept. 1 preceding 
session 

*full report by Sept. 
15 preceding session 
 
copy of 5-11-210 title, 
abstract and URL 

 

Strategic Plan 
2-17-521 and 
2-17-522 

By Sept. 1 preceding 
session 

copy of 5-11-210 title, 
abstract and URL 

Updates to Strategic 
plan at next LFC meeting 
after March 1 in even-
numbered year 

Biennial Report 
2-17-521 and 
2-17-522 
 

By Sept. 1 preceding 
session 

copy of 5-11-210 title, 
abstract and URL 

 

 
*SB 19 (2017) – SAVA committee bill – would have stricken these reporting requirements from statute. 
(See attached bill) 
 

MCA Sections 
 

2-17-512. Powers and duties of department. (1) The department is responsible for carrying out 
the planning and program responsibilities for information technology for state government, except the 
national guard. The department shall: 
 (a) encourage and foster the development of new and innovative information technology within 
state government; 
 (b) promote, coordinate, and approve the development and sharing of shared information 
technology application software, management systems, and information that provide similar functions 
for multiple state agencies; 
 (c) cooperate with the office of economic development to promote economic development 
initiatives based on information technology; 
 (d) establish and enforce a state strategic information technology plan as provided for in 2-17-
521; 
 (e) establish and enforce statewide information technology policies and standards; 
 (f) review and approve state agency information technology plans provided for in 2-17-523; 
 (g) coordinate with the office of budget and program planning to evaluate budget requests that 
include information technology resources. The department shall make recommendations to the office of 



Page 2 of 5 
 

budget and program planning for the approval or disapproval of information technology budget 
requests, including an estimate of the useful life of the asset proposed for purchase and whether the 
amount should be expensed or capitalized, based on state accounting policy established by the 
department. An unfavorable recommendation must be based on a determination that the request is not 
provided for in the approved agency information technology plan provided for in 2-17-523. 
 (h) staff the information technology board provided for in 2-15-1021; 
 (i) fund the administrative costs of the information technology board provided for in 2-15-1021; 
 (j) review the use of information technology resources for all state agencies; 
 (k) review and approve state agency specifications and procurement methods for the acquisition 
of information technology resources; 
 (l) review, approve, and sign all state agency contracts and shall review and approve other 
formal agreements for information technology resources provided by the private sector and other 
government entities; 
 (m) operate and maintain a central computer center for the use of state government, political 
subdivisions, and other participating entities under terms and conditions established by the department; 
 (n) operate and maintain a statewide telecommunications network for the use of state 
government, political subdivisions, and other participating entities under terms and conditions 
established by the department; 
 (o) ensure that the statewide telecommunications network is properly maintained. The 
department may establish a centralized maintenance program for the statewide telecommunications 
network. 
 (p) coordinate public safety communications on behalf of public and private safety agencies as 
provided for in 2-17-543 through 2-17-545; 
 (q) manage the state 9-1-1 program as provided for in Title 10, chapter 4, part 3; 
 (r) provide electronic access to information and services of the state as provided for in 2-17-532; 
 (s) provide assistance to the legislature, the judiciary, the governor, and state agencies relative 
to state and interstate information technology matters; 
 (t) establish rates and other charges for services provided by the department; 
 (u) accept federal funds granted by congress or by executive order and gifts, grants, and 
donations for any purpose of this section; 
 (v) dispose of personal property owned by it in a manner provided by law when, in the judgment 
of the department, the disposal best promotes the purposes for which the department is established; 
 (w) implement this part and all other laws for the use of information technology in state 
government; 
 (x) report to the appropriate interim committee on a regular basis and to the legislature as 
provided in 5-11-210 on the information technology activities of the department; and 
 (y) represent the state with public and private entities on matters of information technology. 
 (2) If it is in the state's best interest, the department may contract with qualified private 
organizations, foundations, or individuals to carry out the purposes of this section. 
 (3) The director of the department shall appoint the chief information officer to assist in carrying 
out the department's information technology duties. 

 
2-17-513. Duties of board. The board shall: 

 (1) provide a forum to: 
 (a) guide state agencies, the legislative branch, the judicial branch, and local governments in the 
development and deployment of intergovernmental information technology resources; 
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 (b) share information among state agencies, local governments, and federal agencies regarding 
the development of information technology resources; 
 (2) advise the department: 
 (a) in the development of cooperative contracts for the purchase of information technology 
resources; 
 (b) regarding the creation, management, and administration of electronic government services 
and information on the internet; 
 (c) regarding the administration of electronic government services contracts; 
 (d) on the priority of government services to be provided electronically; 
 (e) on convenience fees prescribed in 2-17-1102 and 2-17-1103, if needed, for electronic 
government services; and 
 (f) on any other aspect of providing electronic government services; 
 (3) review and advise the department on: 
 (a) statewide information technology standards and policies; 
 (b) the state strategic information technology plan; 
 (c) major information technology budget requests; 
 (d) rates and other charges for services established by the department as provided in 2-17-
512(1)(t); 
 (e) requests for exceptions as provided for in 2-17-515; 
 (f) notification of proposed exemptions by the university system and office of public instruction 
as provided for in 2-17-516; 
 (g) action taken by the department as provided in 2-17-514(1) for any activity that is not in 
compliance with this part; 
 (h) the implementation of major information technology projects and advise the respective 
governing authority of any issue of concern to the board relating to implementation of the project; and 
 (i) financial reports, management reports, and other data as requested by the department; 
 (4) study state government's present and future information technology needs and advise the 
department on the use of emerging technology in state government; 
 (5) request information and reports that it considers necessary from any entity using or having 
access to the statewide telecommunications network or central computer center; 
 (6) assist in identifying, evaluating, and prioritizing potential departmental and interagency 
electronic government services; 
 (7) serve as a central coordination point for electronic government services provided by the 
department and other state agencies; 
 (8) study, propose, develop, or coordinate any other activity in furtherance of electronic 
government services as requested by the governor or the legislature; and 
 (9) prepare and submit to the state administration and veterans' affairs interim committee by 
September 15 in the year preceding the regular legislative session and in the manner provided in 5-11-
210 a report including but not necessarily limited to a summary of the board's activities, a review of the 
electronic government program established under part 11 of this chapter, and any key findings and 
recommendations that the board presented to the department. 
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2-17-521. State strategic information technology plan — biennial report. (1) The department 

shall prepare a state strategic information technology plan. The department shall seek the advice of the 
board in the development of the plan. 
 (2) The plan must: 
 (a) reflect the policies as set forth in 2-17-505 and be in accordance with statewide standards 
and policies established by the department; 
 (b) establish the statewide mission, goals, and objectives for the use of information technology, 
including goals for electronic access to government records, information, and services; and 
 (c) establish the strategic direction for how state agencies will develop and use information 
technology resources to provide state government services. 
 (3) The department shall update the plan as necessary. The plan and any updates must be 
distributed as provided in 2-17-522. 
 (4) The department shall prepare a biennial report on information technology based on agency 
information technology plans and performance reports required under 2-17-524 and other information 
considered appropriate by the department. The biennial report must include: 
 (a) an analysis of the state's information technology infrastructure, including its value, condition, 
and capacity; 
 (b) an evaluation of performance relating to information technology; 
 (c) an assessment of progress made toward implementing the state strategic information 
technology plan; 
 (d) an inventory of state information services, equipment, and proprietary software; 
 (e) agency budget requests for major projects; and 
 (f) other information as determined by the department or requested by the governor or the 
legislature. 
  
 
 2-17-522. State strategic information technology plan — distribution. (1) The department shall 
distribute the state strategic information technology plan and the biennial report to the governor and to 
the legislature as provided in 5-11-210. 
 (2) Updates to the state strategic information technology plan must be provided to the governor 
by March 1 of each even-numbered year and to the legislative finance committee at its next scheduled 
meeting after March 1. 
 (3) By April 1 of each even-numbered year, the updated state strategic information technology 
plan must be distributed to all state agencies with instructions and schedules for updating and 
approving agency information technology plans in accordance with 2-17-527. 
  
 5-11-210. Clearinghouse for reports to legislature. (1) For the purposes of this section, "report" 
means a written report required by law to be given to or filed with the legislature. 
 (2) On or before September 1 of each year preceding the convening of a regular session of the 
legislature, an entity required to report to the legislature shall provide, in writing, to the appropriate 
interim or statutory committee: 
 (a) the final title of the report; 
 (b) an abstract or description of the contents of the report, not to exceed 100 words; 
 (c) if the report is available electronically, its location on the internet; and 



Page 5 of 5 
 

 (d) a recommendation on how many paper copies of the report, if any, should be provided to 
the legislature. 
 (3) After considering all of the information available about the report, including the number of 
legislators requesting copies of the report pursuant to subsection (7), the appropriate interim or 
statutory committee shall, in writing, direct the reporting entity to provide a specific number of paper 
copies. The number of copies required is at the sole discretion of the appropriate interim or statutory 
committee. The appropriate interim or statutory committee may require the reporting entity to mail the 
copies of the report. 
 (4) The appropriate interim or statutory committee may require that the report be submitted in 
an electronic format that is usable on the legislature's current computer hardware or in a digital form. 
 (5) Costs of preparing and distributing a report to the legislature, including writing, printing, 
postage, distribution, and all other costs, accrue to the reporting agency. Costs incurred in meeting the 
requirements of this section may not accrue to the legislative services division. 
 (6) The executive director of the legislative services division shall cause to be prepared a list of 
all reports required to be presented to the legislature from the list of titles received under subsection 
(2). 
 (7) The executive director shall, as soon as possible following a general election, provide to each 
holdover senator, senator-elect, and representative-elect a list of the titles of the reports, along with the 
abstracts prepared pursuant to subsection (2)(b), and the location of electronic copies. 
 (8) The executive director of the legislative services division shall provide copies of reports 
requested pursuant to subsection (7) to those members or members-elect by either requiring that 
copies be mailed pursuant to subsection (3) or by delivering copies of the reports during the first week 
of the legislative session. 
 (9) The executive director of the legislative services division may keep as many copies of a report 
as are necessary and discard the rest or return them to the agency. 
 (10) The procedure outlined in this section may also be used for a report required to be made to 
the legislature under the Multistate Tax Compact contained in 15-1-601, the Vehicle Equipment Safety 
Compact contained in 61-2-201, the Multistate Highway Transportation Agreement contained in 61-10-
1101, or the Western Interstate Nuclear Compact contained in 90-5-201. 
 (11) Each report to the legislature required under 17-6-230, 19-2-405, 19-2-407, and 19-20-201 
must be provided to the legislative services division as soon as the report is published. The legislative 
services division shall ensure that legislators are notified pursuant to this section of the report's 
availability. During the interim, the legislative services division shall ensure that members of the state 
administration and veterans' affairs interim committee and the legislative finance committee receive 
copies of the reports. 
 
 
 
Compiled by: 
Sheri Scurr 
Legislative Services Division 
406-444-3596 
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